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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
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GENERATING DATA AT A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO AN 
ORDERING OF GOODS REQUIRED BY THE STORES 
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FULFILLMENT OF THE ORDER 



FIG. 28 



2836 



RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES, DISTRIBUTORS 
AND SUPPLIERS OF A SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK 



$ 

SAMPLING THE DATA 



GENERATING SUPPLY CHAIN STATISTICS BASED ON THE 

SAMPLING 



UTILIZING THE SUPPLY CHAIN STATISTICS FOR AT LEAST ONE OF 
DEMAND FORECASTING, ADVANCE PLANNING, AND VOLUME 
TRACKING IN THE SUPPLY CHAIN 



FIG. 29 




o 
o 

CO 



- j*i 

m 



2 

fll 
C3 



0) 
Q. 
O 



c 

CO 



c 

CD 

O 
c 
o 

3 
-O 
*h_ 

b 



o 
o 



c 



C 

o 



T3 
O 

0) 

a. 

<D 

£ 



CO 



o 

o 

> 
> 

a 



in 

CD 



■a 
o 



o 

"D 



GO 
O 
CO 
CO 

a 

o 



© O 

<5 Z 



o> 
o 

CO 



o 
o 

CO 



3 



CO 

o 

Li. 





















CO 




00 




CO 


CO 




c 
o 


b 




c\i 


o 








k. 








a> 








CL 










00 


o 


00 




CO 


CO 


CNJ 




lO 


o 


CO 


co 








© 








CO 








CO 








a 










CO 


CT 


76 




c 


c 




ratio 


asi 


To 




.C 


"O 






o 


c 


"co 


Q 


D 


CO 


Tot 


o 


CL 


Gr 


i_ 








a) 








c 








a) 








O 








c 








.2 
















.g 
















CO 








5 









0) 
CO 

> 
> 

Q 

<D 

E 



c 
O 



I 12321 




| 0.00%| 


CO 


CO 


0 


rie 


<D 




"i_ 


(0 


CD 


CD 




eliv 


eliv 


2* 


G 


Q 


Delivf 


o 
% 


CD 

E 


75 


t 


CD 


Tot: 


c 
O 


Tim 




o 


c 






O 



m 
oo 

oo 
m 



<0 

a: 

o 

T3 



U 

o 
a. 



CO 

o 

CD 
> 

Q 

o 
% 
To 
o 



o 

CD 
t 

CD 
0- 

O 

To 
o 



o 
o 

CO 
CO 



c 

0) 

s 

o> 
c 

i 

o 
c 



O) 



C 
03 
I 
C 

O 

CO 

>* 

CO 

Q - cm 
5 to co 



CO 

X 
c 

o 

« «- C\J 

to * * 
ODD 

X * * 

CO CO CO 



CO 






00 




in 




CN 











CO 

o 
O 

c 



CD 

O 



CN 

S ^ ^ 

° CO CO 



GO 

o 



CO 
CO 

0) 

O) 

CO 
1— 

CD 

3 



CO 
CO 

CD 

Li. 



c 

CO 

a. 

E 
o 
O 

N 
>- 
X 



o 
c 

2 



O 
O 
i 



0) 



o 
o 
co> 

CO 



1 

Q 



<D 

E 

i 

"O 
CO 
0) 



CD 

E 
■ 

"O 
CO 
CD 



*0 CD 

<D O 

+■* c 

CO QS 

<d 2? 

cr _c 

<D "D 

DC < 

O O 

Q G 



CD 
o> 

iS 
c 

CD 

if 
(D 

III 

•— CD 



Q E 



3L l . 

CO c 



3 

o 



c 
"o 

£ 

c 
c 

CD 

I 

o 





CM 




CD 




in 


o> 


«fr 






in 


N- 


CN 


o* 


co" 


co" 


CO 




CO 

















0) 

o 
c 

- % 

E > 

CD 
°- LL 

O ^ > 



CD 

I 8 

CO « 

> CO 

£ > 

.2>"co 

£ o 



= CO *s 



Q O X ■& 



CO 

CO O 

Q 2 



LL H 

n xz 

+-» -4— ' 

c c 

o o 



& 

2 

3 
O 
O 

<C 

CD 

o 
5 

c 



^5 


^8 










in 


O 




CM 


o 


CO 






CM 









CD 

O) 

CO 
«*— « 

c 

CD 

CD O 

CO u. 

== Q.^ 
LL CD O 
tn O *- 

$ o o 

.y < cd 

> O CD 
.E Q- Q_ 



03 

M, 
L!1 
01 

83 

yj 

£3 
81 

m 

Q 



CO 

O 

LL 




o 

>> 
to 



cm 
o> 
oS 

CD 



CO 

ao 

CD 
00 



a. 
< 



o 
o 



GO 



CO 

2 



CM 

o 



CO 



o 

j6 



d 
o 



CO 

o 

00 



c 

CO 



o 
o 



CO 
CO 

ao 



81 

oi 



o 
o 

CD 
CO 



81 



o 
o 

6 

CD 

o 



o 
o 
i 

> 
o 



CO 
CO 
CO 
CD 



O O 

CM CD 

0) 00 

CD O) 



o 

CO 



00 



CO CO 

1^ p 

C\| CM 

CO CO 



CD 

CD O 



CO 

CO 

6 



o 
o 

o 
O 



O) o 

CO t- 

oS oS 

CD CD 



CD 

in 



00 Tf 
CD 00 

co oi 
ao co 

w> to 



o 

CO 



o 

Q- 

<D 

a: 

o 
o 



o 

> 



in 
oS 

CD 



I 

V) 

o 

o _ 

*Q CO 
O C D 

O 3 cj 

u. a. < 



co "2 

■c o 

co o 

> O 



C 

o 



5 



CD 
CO 

1 

5 



o 
Q 



CM 

CO 
CM 

cm" 



CO 



! OQ 



CO 

C D 

J5 a 
0. < 



a) 
o 

ro -a 

c o 

co o 

> a 



E « 

cB a> 

X 3 

O CO 

CJ CO 

c u_ 

° c 

CD ~1 

p s 

£ m 

*- CM 



£3 

m 

u ! 

ul 

03 
03 



3730 



IDENTIFYING DATA ASSOCIATED WITH A PROMOTION, THE DATA 
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TRANSMITTING THE DATA TO AN ACCOMMODATION SUPPLIER OF 
THE ACCOMMODATION SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING THE NETWORK 




r 


FORECASTING ACTIVITY IN THE ACCOMMODATION SUPPLY CHAIN 
UTILIZING THE DATA 



10634 



10636 



FIG. 106 



RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE 
OF GOODS BY THE STORES 



GENERATING AN ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM BASED ON THE 
DATA FOR ORDERING GOODS FROM A DISTRIBUTOR OF THE 
SUPPLY CHAIN 



TRANSMITTING THE DATA TO SUPPLIERS OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN 
UTILIZING THE NETWORK, WHEREIN THE SUPPLIERS OFFER RAW 
PRODUCTS USED FOR PRODUCING THE GOODS AT A 
PREDETERMINED PRICE, THE PRICE DECREASING AS A 
FUNCTION OF TIME DURING A PREDETERMINED DURATION 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A SUPPLY 
CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE 
OF GOODS BY THE STORES 
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GENERATING AN ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM BASED ON THE 
DATA FOR ORDERING GOODS FROM A DISTRIBUTOR OF THE 
SUPPLY CHAIN 
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AGGREGATING THE INFORMATION IN A DATABASE 



^10840 



TRANSMITTING THE AGGREGATED INFORMATION TO THE 
DISTRIBUTOR UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF SUPPLY CHAIN 
PARTICIPANTS OF A SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, 
THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE OF PRODUCTS BY THE 
SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANTS 
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DETERMINING PRODUCT SUPPLY PARAMETERS 
CORRESPONDING TO EACH SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 
BASED ON INFORMATION INCLUDING THE DATA 
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PARAMETERS TO AT LEAST ONE SUPPLY CHAIN 
PARTICIPANT 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF SUPPLY CHAIN 

PARTICIPANTS UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF PRODUCTS BY THE SUPPLY 
CHAIN PARTICIPANTS 
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DETERMINING RULES TO ENSURE THE INCURRENCE OF 
MINIMAL COSTS TO THE SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANTS 
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CHAIN PARTICIPANTS AT MINIMAL COST WITHOUT 
REQUIRING THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER TO TAKE TITLE 
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SELECTING ONE OF A PLURALITY OF CONTRACTS 
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TRANSMITTING THE SELECTED CONTRACT TEMPLATE TO A 
SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANTS 
UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA RELATING TO THE SALE 
OF PRODUCTS BY THE SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANTS 
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ENFORCING THE CONTRACT TEMPLATES IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH THE DATA 
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REGISTERING A PLURALITY OF DISTRIBUTORS OF A 
SUPPLY CHAIN 



ASSIGNING DISTRIBUTION MANAGEMENT RIGHTS TO A 
SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER 



RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF THE 

SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF PRODUCTS BY THE OUTLETS 



MANAGING THE USE OF THE DATA DURING THE 
DISTRIBUTION OF PRODUCTS TO THE OUTLETS BY THE 
DISTRIBUTORS. WHEREIN THE MANAGING IS HANDLED BY 
THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER 
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REGISTERING A PLURALITY OF DISTRIBUTORS OF A 
SUPPLY CHAIN 



ORGANIZING AND ASSIGNING, THROUGH A SUPPLY CHAIN 
MANAGER, A LOCAL DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE FOR EACH 

DISTRIBUTOR 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF THE 

SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF PRODUCTS BY THE OUTLETS 
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TRANSMITTING THE DATA TO EACH OF THE DISTRIBUTORS 
VIA THE CORRESPONDING LOCAL DISTRIBUTION 
COMMITTEE UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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COLLECTING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF STORES OF A 
SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF GOODS BY THE STORES 



GENERATING ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS BASED ON THE 
DATA FOR ORDERING GOODS FROM A PLURALITY OF 
DISTRIBUTORS OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN 



SENDING THE ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS TO THE 
DISTRIBUTORS UTILIZING THE NETWORK 



RECEIVING INVOICES FROM THE DISTRIBUTORS UTILIZING 

THE NETWORK 



CALCULATING A PRICE FOR THE GOODS UTILIZING THE 
ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS AND THE INVOICES 
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COLLECTING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF SUPPLY CHAIN 

PARTICIPANTS UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF GOODS BY THE SUPPLY CHAIN 

PARTICIPANTS 
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ALLOWING ACCESS TO THE DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK- 
BASED INTERFACE 
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GENERATING ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS BASED ON THE 
DATA FOR A SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



SENDING THE ELECTRONIC ORDER FORMS TO THE SUPPLY 
CHAIN PARTICIPANT UTILIZING THE NETWORK 
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TRACKING A PERFORMANCE OF THE DELIVERY OF THE 
GOODS BY THE SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 
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AUDITING THE PERFORMANCE OF THE DELIVERY OF THE 
GOODS BY THE SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 
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COLLECTING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF A 
SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF GOODS BY THE OUTLETS 



ALLOWING ACCESS TO THE DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK- 
BASED INTERFACE 



PROCESSING THE DATA 



SENDING THE PROCESSED DATA TO AT LEAST ONE OF A 
SUPPLIER, A DISTRIBUTOR AND THE OUTLETS IN THE 
SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING ELECTRONIC MAIL TRANSMITTED 

OVER THE NETWORK 
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NEGOTIATING AN AGREEMENT WITH A SUPPLIER OF A 
SUPPLY CHAIN THAT SETS A FIRST PRICE FOR A 
PREDETERMINED PRODUCT 



ORDERING THE PREDETERMINED PRODUCT FROM THE 
SUPPLIER BY A PURCHASING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT 



COLLECTING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF SUPPLY CHAIN 

PARTICIPANTS UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF GOODS BY THE SUPPLY CHAIN 

PARTICIPANTS 



RECEIVING AN INVOICE FROM THE SUPPLIER BY THE 
PURCHASING SUPPLY CHAIN PARTICIPANT, WHEREIN THE 

INVOICE REFLECTS A SECOND PRICE FOR THE 
PREDETERMINED PRODUCT WHICH IS DIFFERENT FROM 

THE FIRST PRICE 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF A 

SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO AN AMOUNT OF PRODUCTS SOLD BY THE 

OUTLETS 



DETERMINING A MAXIMUM ACCEPTABLE AMOUNT OF LOSS 



TRANSLATING THE MAXIMUM ACCEPTABLE AMOUNT OF 
LOSS TO ACCEPTABLE ORDERING STANDARDS 



GENERATING AN ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM BASED ON 
THE DATA AND THE ACCEPTABLE ORDERING STANDARDS 
FOR ORDERING PRODUCTS FROM A DISTRIBUTOR OF THE 

SUPPLY CHAIN 



FIG. 119 



RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF A 

SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO AN AMOUNT OF PRODUCTS SOLD BY THE 

OUTLETS 
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DATA FOR ORDERING PRODUCTS FROM A DISTRIBUTOR OF 
THE SUPPLY CHAIN, WHEREIN THE ELECTRONIC ORDER 
FORMS INDICATE AN AMOUNT OF THE PRODUCTS 
ORDERED BY EACH OUTLET 
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TRACKING AN AMOUNT AND A LOCATION OF THE 
PRODUCTS UTILIZING THE DATA AND THE FORMS 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF A 

SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO AN AMOUNT OF PRODUCTS SOLD BY THE 

OUTLETS 



MAKING THE DATA ACCESSIBLE TO THE OUTLETS, 
DISTRIBUTORS, AND SUPPLIERS UTILIZING A NETWORK 
BASED INTERFACE 



AUCTIONING SURPLUS PRODUCTS FROM AT LEAST ONE OF 
THE OUTLETS UTILIZING THE NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 
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' RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF A 
SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF PRODUCTS BY THE OUTLETS 



GENERATING AN ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM BASED ON 
THE DATA FOR ORDERING PRODUCTS FROM A 
DISTRIBUTOR OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN 



PROVIDING ACCESS TO THE DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK- 
BASED INTERFACE EQUIPPED TO HANDLE SECURE 
SOCKETS LAYER (SSL) PROTOCOL 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF A 

SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF PRODUCTS BY THE OUTLETS 



GENERATING AN ELECTRONIC ORDER FORM BASED ON 
THE DATA FOR ORDERING PRODUCTS FROM A 
DISTRIBUTOR OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN 



ALLOWING ACCESS TO THE DATA UTILIZING A NETWORK- 
BASED INTERFACE 
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RECEIVING DATA FROM A PLURALITY OF OUTLETS OF A 

SUPPLY CHAIN UTILIZING A NETWORK, THE DATA 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF PRODUCTS BY THE OUTLETS 



GENERATING A CALENDAR OF EVENTS 



ALLOWING ACCESS TO THE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
UTILIZING A NETWORK-BASED INTERFACE 
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DEFINING A PLURALITY OF ITEMS UTILIZING A GRAPHICAL 

USER INTERFACE 



SELECTING A SUPPLIER SITE FROM A SET UTILIZING THE 

GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE, THE SET OF SUPPLIER 
SITES BEING DETERMINED BASED ON THE DEFINITION OF 

THE ITEMS 



DETERMINING A DISTRIBUTION CENTER UTILIZING THE 
GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE, THE DISTRIBUTION CENTER 
BEING DESIGNATED TO INTERFACE WITH THE SUPPLIER 
SITE FOR DISTRIBUTION OF THE ITEMS 
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IDENTIFYING AT LEAST ONE ITEM TO BE DISTRIBUTED 
UTILIZING A GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE 



ASSOCIATING A COST MODEL WITH THE ITEM UTILIZING 
THE GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE 
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DETERMINING A TIME FRAME DURING WHICH THE COST 

MODEL IS VALID UTILIZING THE GRAPHICAL USER 
INTERFACE, WHEREIN THE COST MODEL IDENTIFIES A 
CONTRACT COST, AN INVOICE COST, AND A LANDED COST 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ITEM 
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IDENTIFYING A CONTRACT UTILIZING A GRAPHICAL USER 

INTERFACE 
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ASSOCIATING THE CONTRACT WITH AN ITEM TO BE 
DISTRIBUTED UTILIZING THE GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE 



PREVENTING THE ITEM FROM BEING ASSOCIATED WITH 
MORE THAN ONE CONTRACT 
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DISPLAYING A GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE IN RESPONSE 
TO A REQUEST TO CREATE A BID PROPOSAL 



16202 



RECEIVING INFORMATION UTILIZING THE GRAPHICAL USER 

INTERFACE 
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GENERATING A BID PROPOSAL USING THE INFORMATION, 
WHEREIN THE INFORMATION IS SELECTED FROM THE 
GROUP CONSISTING OF A BUYER NAME, A DUE DATE, A 
CONTRACT BEGIN DATE, AND A CONTRACT END DATE 
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IDENTIFYING A PROPOSAL UTILIZING A GRAPHICAL USER 

INTERFACE 



INDICATING A PLURALITY OF COMPONENTS OF THE 
PROPOSAL UTILIZING THE GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE 



ALLOWING THE SELECTION OF THE COMPONENTS 
UTILIZING THE GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE 



CREATING A PROPOSAL UTILIZING THE SELECTED 
COMPONENTS 
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SELECTING BETWEEN A PLURALITY OF OPTIONS UTILIZING 
A GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE, EACH OPTION 
CORRESPONDING TO A SEPARATE TECHNIQUE OF 
CREATING AN ANALYSIS 
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MAINTAINING A PLURALITY OF SEPARATE VERSIONS OF AN 
ANALYSIS IN A DATABASE 
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RECEIVING A REQUEST FOR AN ADDITIONAL VERSION OF 
THE ANALYSIS UTILIZING A GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE 
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GENERATING THE ADDITIONAL VERSION OF THE ANALYSIS 
IN RESPONSE TO THE REQUEST 



ALLOWING A PLURALITY OF PARAMETERS OF THE 
ADDITIONAL VERSION TO BE CHANGED UTILIZING THE 
GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE, WHEREIN THE PARAMETERS 
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MAXIMUM NUMBER OF SUPPLIER SOURCES, A PRICING 
METHOD, AND AN INVOICE ADJUSTMENT 
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DISPLAYING A PLURALITY OF SUPPLIER SITES UTILIZING A 
GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE 
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DETERMINING A MINIMUM VALUE AND A MAXIMUM VALUE 
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